1920:  The  Chilean  "White  Terror" 

An  account  ul  ti  wave  -of  suppression  which  sivept  the  Chilean  ■worker*1  moviwnt  iu  the 
Miminei1  of  H20. 

Tilt  luLlowihg  oriole  it  l';  imsislfliioji  ora  letter  received  from  a  ktemlKf  uf  llie  Chileim  bnmob 
cv'tlic  inrerrer.icniil  '-evolutionary  ran  s-and- tile  union  Tbs  Industrial  Worker-:  of  Hie  Word 
(IWU1)  $enr  in  the  Amor  i-.au  r\VW  T'-iov  sj:vo  il  one  bfryw-sl  onmnii  minr  ii  ms  n.  i:eiv:d 
by  them  horn  nKher.tit  F.nd  reliable  sources.  un-'iny  jui  account  of Lie  a Lnaost  unbclievLj ble 
at  roc  ltl"s  committed  by  the  Lbilejn  niLmjj  cLui*  during  and  sur.ee  t.ie  lii^t  week  ot  July.  J  Lie se 
atrocities  worn  caused  byvi-hHt  appear!-:  to  Lie  m  o  overly  maiipnkrcd  "whvc  of  pairoiism-  on 
'Ktudf  Of  il*  [litrile  'bdtOiLi  of  flOrthim  Chile,  ohi>  dOJhLuaie  the  wLkLe  dbuuliv  2nd  Ul 
govemrnen;!  finvugfi  rt&  chief  wealfh-prndiicing  industry.  agsh’st  Pcii  and  Bolivia  F.nd  their 
awakening:  c-MiiitM  :it  elements,.  These  lartcr  have  nr  late  voice*!  jl  desire  to  regain  pesraisiori 
0"fhc  provinces  pf  Ariel  an;  I  T  hcha,  foi-iikiH  y  a  poti  ofT'eru  .laid  AnlQffl  gasra.  formerly  s  p.iri 
c-z  Jobvia,  which  were  sciziec.  by  L  Lule  in  tbs  war  of  Hi  7ft,  .vud  LieJd  by  it  since  the  peace 
.:calye>flfJ3t^ 

As  the  Luiiviunji:  "Inrunc-Mt,"  published  by  lbs  University  Students '  Organisation  of  ituenos 
Abies,  said.  auodicr  wa  .  ton uinLcd  by  >.  opatr  <i£s  nf(,Ti  e,  Pen.  and  hlolis  ia.  whs  brew i  i£  Ibi 
't  possession  deceit.  waste  t>l‘  (owl  ca ; i  erne  t,  the  fiuaju;?  bid-?  c*< i4  lkI'w  ieli  .lie  niin-iL  is 
.aheii. 

A  Letter  from  Chile 
Ffrllnw  Workent 

We  4ue  putsLtj^  (Inpugl;  a  perio-tl  of  iep.  eastern  VrMeia  for  sdvnge  fo.ueity  lu.s  never  ^ee:i 
equalled  in  this  country.  J  be  dommr.ting  pewers  and  repre  se  nl  a  five  s  ut  order, r  of  "our 

. . .  ry".  and  of  r.H;i even,  .ire  luvuiliii^,  naturally  and  easily  in  lire  insLinelMV'iliL- 

mi  Ljod  y'-e. 

The  '.v.ii liIi-.vh ii 1 1  seems  10  hi-  Wipe  in  i  all  ‘lyuthc  ilb  a,  PATW's.  Anmviisl*  And  -idea  I  is!*.  x 
■  vy  lvihIil  -s  or  slmlenls.-  des'-iiy.  rV  ir  -.i ibl im l  inn *  n-id  pri ill  shopSh  ilieir  off  ecs.  assembly 
.Tails  and  libraries,"  etc. .  m  short,  at.  agencies  c  f  calEuhtenment  iuid  education  appeaJing  tu.  or 
established  hvh  ;ippiessed  -v  n  kors  Oi  IrJual  is.Ls.  asiil  all  organ  issu  ions  uimiaft  m  rep  I  jlil-  Lire 
present  irr.oSerab.e  seisj::ie  wv.li  one  of  eLotiotiuL:  IreeT-'eniL 

Tlicre  aie  lA'tte  nuirheis  o:*(nu  e.i.:iraii_>  sjsilL  fellow  woibois  in  the  jails  uiX'hilL-.  ^-vl-i  I  !'•■!  in 
i>uiit  ii.uo.  iL  in  Yutptxujso,  us  matiy  inoce  iu  Cenc  r]jc  iejj„  Iquii|!.ie,  Ciileta  Duerei. 

AuloC.yasta.  TueopiLUi,  J^untii  ,4ieuiis  ;luJ  ollie:  LoeaLuies  at  my  of  j  it  fellow  workers  have 
teen  deponed  tri"  the  re.Timc"  of  having  b-sc  i  bom  neyrv-d  tIic  bmindaricr  oftlis  dcnraiiiw  of 
.d-t  tLU.dfl.ie  dibi^ots.  Of  beewu!ie  Of  ClfLjliaiioii  vvilh  Lite  seriously  pj-O^resitive  Isbouf 
oj ^miLsa'. ions.  Ln  t-piLe  of  .hi  fuel  tbm  nuiny  ofibem  Jiaee  leshled  in  this  cui.iitry  for  y«if3 
or  more.  Tbepc  oe  inrad.es  liave  been  arrc^ton.  s-r.b  jsutod  to.  vioknee  and  neat  inii:-:.  and 
aliai  ilLoi  ied  iai  .!  o  deserl  on  thy  Peruyhui  Lo.ijivtai  y. 

They  have  raided  and  ^JcdTiiy^i  the  pri  "Ing  plane  of  the  tihcrct]i:aji  review  ^Numcn"  nl 
S  ;■=!  r  1 1  if  [jc>.  of  I  ho  A  ■lAr'cho-svik  isilisj  itj-i-iiav  puhliralions.  "1 .1  f^nrvo"  of  lipiiqnr:  arrl  "T.i 
UiitaJJa.'1  of  Valparaiso,  ot  ’’Lc.  L'orr.nm:''  ckt  V inu  c.el  Mac.  of  due  weekly  "'Ll  Vu'Ciulis-ta  ’  and 
T.oe  j  nr  ei- daily  'Ll  Irabajo"  d  f  fbuda  Areuiis.  the  laner  te  uiii  tlis  oryim  ot  Magellan  Woiliccs' 
Kodenlion. 

They  haw  dehtroyod  snd  sucked  the  ct'rlosa  of  the  fsmdcnts'  Fcdoration  e: '^imtlago  rod  ot  the 
lne:i  unions  nl  the  hid.  sLtial  Wunke  sol'dlsc  Wnrld  in  i-I-h.i'ii io.t.ie  and  Valpaiuiso.  The  major ii^ 


1920:  The  Chilean  "White  Terror" 


An  account  of  a  wave  of  suppression  which  swept  the  Chilean  workers' 
movement  in  the  summer  of  1920. 

The  following  article  is  a  translation  of  a  letter  received  from  a  member  of  the 
Chilean  branch  of  the  international  revolutionary  rank-and-file  union  the 
Industrial  Workers  of  the  World  (IWW)  sent  to  the  American  IWW.  They  state  it 
was  one  of  several  communications  received  by  them  from  authentic  and  reliable 
sources,  giving  an  account  of  the  almost  unbelievable  atrocities  committed  by 
the  Chilean  ruling  class  during  and  since  the  last  week  of  July.  These  atrocities 
were  caused  by  what  appears  to  be  a  cleverly  manipulated  "wave  of  patriotism" 
on  behalf  of  the  nitrate  barons  of  northern  Chile,  who  dominate  the  whole 
country  and  its  government  through  its  chief  wealth-producing  industry,  against 
Peru  and  Bolivia  and  their  awakening  capitalist  elements.  These  latter  have  of 
late  voiced  a  desire  to  regain  possession  of  the  provinces  of  Arica  and  Tacna, 
formerly  a  part  of  Peru,  and  Antofagasta,  formerly  a  part  of  Bolivia,  which  were 
seized  by  Chile  in  the  war  of  1879,  and  held  by  it  since  the  peace  treaty  of  1883. 

As  the  magazine  "Insurrexit,"  published  by  the  University  Students’ 

Organisation  of  Buenos  Aires,  said:  another  war,  fomented  by  the  patriots  of 
Chile,  Peru  and  Bolivia,  was  brewing  for  the  possession  of  a  desert  waste  of  fowl 
excrement,  the  guano  beds  out  of  which  the  nitrate  is  taken. 

A  Letter  from  Chile 

Fellow  Workers: 

We  are  passing  through  a  period  of  repression  which  for  savage  ferocity  has 
never  been  equalled  in  this  country.  The  dominating  powers  and  representatives 
of  "order,"  of  "our  country",  and  of  "god"  even,  are  reverting  naturally  and  easily 
to  the  instincts  of  the  troglodyte. 

The  watchword  seems  to  be,  "wipe  out  all  Syndicalists,  IWW's,  Anarchists  and 
idealists,  be  they  workers  or  students;  destroy  their  publications  and  print  shops, 
their  offices,  assembly  halls  and  libraries,"  etc.,  in  short,  all  agencies  of 
enlightenment  and  education  appealing  to,  or  established  by,  oppressed  workers 
or  idealists,  and  all  organisations  aiming  to  replace  the  present  intolerable  regime 
with  one  of  economic  freedom. 


There  are  large  numbers  of  our  comrades  and  fellow  workers  in  the  jails  of 
Chile;  over  100  in  Santiago,  25  in  Valparaiso,  as  many  more  in  Concepcion, 
Iquique,  Caleta  Buena,  Antofagasta,  Tocopilla,  Punta  Arenas  and  other  localities. 
Many  of  our  fellow  workers  have  been  deported  for  the  "crime"  of  having  been 
born  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  domains  of  the  nitrate  despots,  or  because  of 
affiliation  with  the  seriously  progressive  labour  organisations,  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  many  of  them  have  resided  in  this  country  for  25  years  or  more.  These 
comrades  have  been  arrested,  subjected  to  violence  and  beatings,  and  abandoned 
in  the  desert  on  the  Peruvian  boundary. 

They  have  raided  and  destroyed  the  printing  plant  of  the  libertarian  review 
"Numen"  of  Santiago,  of  the  Anarcho-syndicalist  ten-day  publications  "El 
Surco"  of  Iquique  and  "La  Batalla"  of  Valparaiso,  of  "La  Comuna"  of  Vina  del 
Mar,  of  the  weekly  "El  Socialista"  and  the  inter-daily  "El  Trabajo"  of  Punta 
Arenas,  the  latter  being  the  organ  of  Magellan  Workers' 

Federation. 

They  have  destroyed  and  sacked  the  offices  of  the  Students'  Federation  of 
Santiago  and  of  the  local  unions  of  the  Industrial  Workers  of  the  World  in 
Santiago  and  Valparaiso.  The  majority 

of  the  prisoners  are  of  the  latter  organisation,  and  they  are  being  tried  or  are 
awaiting  trial  in  Santiago  and  elsewhere  as  "subverters  of  law  and  order."  Those 
detained  for  trial  in  Santiago  comprise  practically  all  the  members  of  the 
Regional  Administrative  Council  of  the  I.W.W. 

of  Chile,  as  well  as  the  business  managers  of  "Numen"  and  "Verba  Roja,"  Julio 
Valiante  and  Luis  A.  Soza.  The  editors  were  not  apprehended.  Nearly  all  the 
members  of  the  Local  Administrative  Council  of  Santiago  and  the  editors  and 
managers  of  its  organ  "Mar  y  Tierra," 

Juan  0.  Chamorro  y  Santos  Arancibia,  are  in  jail  in  Valparaiso,  with  Juan  Vergara 
and  Luis  A.  Pardo  of  the  Anarcho-Syndicalist  ten-day  paper  "La  Batalla".  In 
Iquique,  the  editor  of  "El  Surco,"  Celedonic  Arenas,  is  again  on  trial,  and  in 
Tocopilla,  the  editor  of  "El  Socialista," 


Luis  Rocabarren,  has  been  indicted.  In  Concepcion,  Fellow  Workers  Luis  A. 
Jorquera  and  Luis  A.  Hernandez,  editors  of  "La  Jornada,"  are  being  tried. 


Among  the  students  being  tried  in  Santiago,  is  Fellow  Worker  Domingo  Gomez 
Rojas  for  the 

"crime"  of  being  a  member  of  the  IWW,  and  Pedro  Gandulfo  and  Rigoberto 
Soto,  who  heroically  defended  their  offices  and  hall  on  the  day  of  the  assault, 
when  the  library  of  the  social  centre  of  the  students  was  burned.  The  assault  on 
the  students'  club  took  place  at  high  noon,  and  it  is  pertinent  to  mention  that  the 
said  club  was  situated  two  blocks  away  from  the  palace  of  "La  Moneda,"  the  seat 
of  government  of  this  civilized  republic. 

In  the  face  of  the  acquiescent  police,  a  mob  of  clericals  and  patriots,  made  up  of 
students  of  the  religious  colleges  and  military  in  civilian  clothes,  with  the 
national  flag  and  the  portrait  of  the  president  at  their  head,  proceeded  to  destroy 
all  that  stood  for  enlightenment  and  freedom  for  the  workers  and  producers. 

They  beat  up  our  Fellow  Worker  Juan  Gandulfo,  a  student,  most  cruelly,  because 
he  would  not  obey  their  demands  that  he  kiss  the  flag  they  were  carrying.  They 
also  beat  up  in  the  most  savage  manner  the  student  Santiago  Labarco,  and  the 
professors  of  the  University  of  Chile,  Evaristo  Molina  of  the  department  of 
Political  Economy  and  Pedro  Leon  of  the  Department  of  Philosophy. 

In  Valparaiso  the  same  acts  of  barbarism  took  place,  the  IWW  hall  being  raided 
by  police  and  soldiers,  who  entered  the  hall,  revolver  in  hand,  while  the  fellow 
workers  were  holding  a  special  business  meeting,  and  began  to  beat  them  right 
and  left,  until  a  couple  of  our  comrades  opposed  their  cowardly  brutality  and 
defended  themselves  with  chairs,  and  then  the  majority  of  those  present  were 
taken  to  jail,  including  the  most  active  members  of  our  Valparaiso  unions,  while 
other  police  and  soldiers  miraculously  "found"  dynamite  and  firearms  of 
different  kinds  in  the  hall.  The  furore  created  over  this  discovery  by  the  corrupt 
daily  press  with  its  usual  perversions,  brought  about  another  raid  of  the  hall  by 
the  clericals  and  patriots  pure  and  simple,  who  destroyed  all  the  furniture  and 
equipment  in  the  local  hall  and  offices  of  the  IWW.  The  hall  and  offices  of  the 
Magellan  Workers'  Federation,  including  their  printing  establishment,  all 
occupying  a  magnificent  building  formerly  used  as  a  theatre,  were  stormed 
shortly  after  midnight,  while  the  workers  were  assembled  inside. 

The  soldiery  attempted  to  enter  the  hall  but  were  refused,  and  upon  being  closed 
out  fired  several  volleys  into  the  building  at  close  range,  killing  some  thirty 
workers  and  wounding  about  fifty.  The  mob,  made  up  of  the  Catholic  Federation, 
the  Patriotic  League  of  Chile,  and  military  and  civil  officials,  including  the 


governor  of  Magellan,  set  machine  guns  at  the  street  corners  surrounding  the 
building,  and  set  fire  to  the  workers'  hall  at  several  different  places  at  the  same 
time,  burning  it  to  the  ground  along  with  the  offices  and  print  shop  of  "El 
Trabajo," 

organ  of  the  Workers'  Federation  of  Magellan,  issued  every  second  day. 

The  soldiery  attempted  to  enter  the  hall,  but  were  orgies  of  murder  and 
destruction,  and  he  forbade  the  fire  department  from  putting  out  the  fire. 
Afterward,  according  to  the  version  of  this  same  worthy  governor,  there  were 
found  in  the  ruins  the  charred  remains  of  five  victims  of  the  assault  and  fire. 
Those  who  succeeded  in  escaping  from  the  burning  building  were 

seized.  Some  of  them  were  shot  while  attempting  to  escape  the  flames,  while 
others  were  shot  in  the  plaza  without  further  ado. 

It  is  the  supposition  that  not  only  the  wave  of  mobilisation  patriotism  against 
Peru,  but  also  the  opposition  of  the  Federation  and  its  organ  to  the  governor, 
Alfonso  Bulnes  Corres,  because  of  his  protection  of  the  local  exploiters  and 
illegal  traffickers  in  liquor,  as  well  as  the  ultimatum  of  the  workers  comprising 
the  Federation  not  to  move  any  liquor,  caused  the  governor  to  instigate  vengeful 
action  against  the  workers,  being  ably  assisted  by  the  Catholic  Federation,  the 
Patriotic  Feague  of  Chile  and  the  press,  as  well  as  mayor  Paradas  and  other  civil 
and  military  officials. 

The  infamous  massacre  was  too  much  even  for  the  editor  of  the  bourgeois  paper 
"The  Daily  Magellian,"  and  another  editor  had  to  be  found  before  the  paper 
could  be  issued;  while  the  workers  of  the  whole  region  went  out  on  a 
spontaneous  general  strike  of  protest  and  in  memory  of  the  victims  of  the 
Chilean  bourgeoisie,  continuing  on  strike  for  four  days. 

As  you  will  see  by  the  above,  fellow  workers,  we  are  the  victims  of  the  most 
infamous  reaction  imaginable.  Neither  the  names  of  the  workers  held  prisoner  in 
different  parts  of  Chile  nor  of  those  deported  have  been  allowed  to  be  published; 
in  this  letter  we  only  mention  those  we  have  knowledge  of  personally,  or  through 
other  comrades. 

As  we  are  placed  at  a  tremendous  disadvantage  in  our  struggle  against  the 
perpetrators  of  these  terrible  crimes,  we  ask  for  solidarity  from  all  the  workers 
the  world  over.  We  suggest  that  wherever  and  whenever  possible  publicity 


should  be  given  to  the  crimes  of  the  Chilean  bourgeoisie,  and  that  protest 
meetings  be  held. 

We  also  ask  that  you  endeavour  to  carry  on  a  boycott  on  all  that  comes  from  or 
goes  to  Chile  as  long  as  our  comrades  are  held  behind  prison  bars,  and  while  the 
vicious  persecution  lasts  against  those  of  us  who  seek  a  better  system  of  society 
and  a  brighter  future  for  humanity. 

Fellow  workers:  let  solidarity  be  the  watchword! 

Against  the  criminal  tyranny  of  the  Chilean  bourgeoisie  let  us  oppose  the 
international  solidarity  of  the  proletariat! 

The  I.W.W.  and  Anarchists  of  Chile. 

Valparaiso,  Chile, 

September  28,  1920. 

P.S.  We  especially  urge  a  boycott  against  members  of  the  Chilean  bourgeoisie 
travelling  in  your  country,  by  the  organised  Chauffeurs,  Hotel  and  Restaurant 
Workers,  etc. 

Discontinue  sending  all  papers  and  correspondence  to  our  former  addresses;  this 
concerns  all  radical  papers  and  organisations  in  Chile,  as  our  offices  have  been 
closed  and  our  addresses  being  known,  all  correspondence  for  us  is  being  seized 
by  the  police.  Send  papers  and  correspondence  to  Luis  Pirson,  Correo  2, 
Valparaiso,  Chile. 
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